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Vessels Act the state government
retains the control of the rivers.

He said the licences and
the control of the rivers and
riverbanks would remain with
the state government with the
‘authority  taking control of
the navigation channel which
would be marked. However,
he said that if the inland
waterways are declared national
waterways, then permission of
the authority would be required
to construct bridges etc over
the same.

Mr Gayr complimented Goa
for being the only state in the
country for having a reasonably
developed system and said that
it may take two or three years
for the inland waterways to be

declared national waterways. of
He said the state government
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N IWAI chairman in state
‘Talks held on national
waterways status to
rivers of Goa
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PANAJI: The Inland Waterways Authority
of India on Thursday held a meeting with
members of the Goan industry to discuss
whether the inland waterways of Goa
could be declared as national waterways,
which could help develop river navigation
in the state.

The IWAI chairman, Mr S P Gaur
said the proposal has been lingering for
a long time and the time has come to
put it to a logical end. He said that even
though Goa’s inland waterways are used
especially for the export of iron ore, the
potential can be expanded and facilitate
bigger barges to operate, which would
increase the export capacity and support
Goan economy.

Mr Gaur, who will hold a meeting
with government officials on Friday in
this regard, said the inland waterways
would be developed by the Centre and no
additional charges would be levied on the
users. The authority would also take up
drenching of the river floors, construction
of jetties, night navigation facilities.
He, however, said that under the Inland
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The IWAI director said

has to give consent to declare
the rivers as national waterways
after which the Parliament
would consider the same and
approve the bill which would
be followed by a notification by
Parliament.

He observed that the
authority could spend around
Rs 400-500 crore in developing
the waterways in Goa. He urged
all the stakeholder to prepare
a master plan highlighting its
requirements. He said the funds
are not an issue, however, it is
upto the state government to
decide if it wants to develop its
inland waterways into national
waterways.

The IWAI director, Mr R
P Khare said that 50 + 50 km

waterways as Goa has an
advantage of tides, besides a
well-developed export market
for its iron ore. When asked how
much would it cost to develop
the waterways, he said that the

. exact figure could be known

only when proper assessment is

done.

Later speaking to reporters,
Mr Khare informed that they
are in Goa upon the request of
various stakeholders who called
upon the IWAI as the inland
waterways had got saturated
and needed a solution and the
state government was not doing
anything in this regard. He
said that waterways and rivers
are state subjects, and usually
the Centre doesn’t take any

that if the state government
asks the authority to go ahead
then they would start the
process like preparing estimates
ete.

With regard to Friday’s
meeting with the government
officials, he said the stakeholders
would also place before the
government issues concerning
them.

Earlier, the chairman of the

'Goa Chamber of Commerce and

Industry, Mr Ceasar Menezes
welcomed the meeting. Others
present at the meeting included
the Barge Owners Association
president, Mr Atul Jadhav,
the Captain of Ports, the MPT
c¢hairman, Mr Praveen Agarwal
and members of the industry.
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Panaji: Nationalizing the Goan in-
land waterways will bring in their
vast development at the cost of the
Centre yet enhance the state’sreve-
nues manifold, chairman of the Na-
tional Waterways Authority of In-
dia (NWAI), § P Gaur said on
Thursday.

Gaur and NWAI director, R P
Khare made a presentation on the
subject to a gathering of various

keholders at the Goa Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (GCCI)
hall. The duo are scheduled to meet
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Zuari, Mandovi sought to be nationalized

Move Expected To Boost Ore Transport, Revenue; Rivers’ Ownership To Stay With State

flzk Naie

Goa's two major rivers account for almost 70% of all i

in India

year, hesaid.

Gaur cited between Rs 400 to Rs
500 croreasa “very, veryroughesti-
mate” requiredtodevelop Goa's wa-
terways. But the state has to first
consent to nationalizing its water-
ways and later Parliament has to
passthebill. Thereare only five oth-
er rivers in India which have been
declared asnational waterwaysand
asixthis under process, Gaursaid.

end due to low depths, greatly re-
ducing ore transportation in Goa,
hesaid. X

The proposal to nationalize
Goan waterways goes backalmost a
decade. Official sources said the
state government had formed a
committee about eight vears ago to
study the benefits of nationalizing
Goa's inland waterways. The com-
mittee visited Cochin to study the

that o hip of

the rivers will remain with the
state, Gaur said, "We are only con-
cerned with the development part.
it means when charges

chief secretary S Sri on Fri-
day toexplain the benefits of declar-
ing Goa's inland waterways as na-
tional waterways.

Goa’s inland waterways consist
of about 100 km of navigable length
on the Mandovi and Zuari rivers.
These tworivers account for almost
70% of the entire iron ore transport-
edonwaterways inIndia. Total iron
¢ ore exports through these two riv-
: ersin Goa are expected to touch 50

million tons this year.

Gaur said that if Goa's water-
ways are declared as national wa-
terways, their development and

Goa's waterways will entail dredg-
ing to provide a draft (depth) of four
metres. Various facilities, includ-
ingnightnavigational systems, will
alsobe installed. Allthis willenable

regulation will be the r ibili-
ty of the NWAL Yet, the ownership
of the rivers will remain with the
state. NWAI's jurisdiction will be
limited only to the "navigational
channel”in therivers.

Gaur said development of the

barge traffic to ply round the clock,
boost iron ore transportation and
greatly enhance the state’s reve-
nues. Withadraft offour metresand
24-hour navigation, Goa can easily
transport 100 million tons of ore per

are laid and presently no charges
are laid. Duties of the local Captain
of Ports will remain unaffected
and revenues of the state will go to
thestate.”

Strong support to nationalize
Goa’s waterways came from the
Goa Barge Owners' Assocatfon,
whose president, Atul Jadhav, ex-
plained the various constraints
they operate under, Barges are
sometimes grounded for days on

that the NWAI had
done thereand concluded that Goan
waterways were much more devel-
oped. The proposal was therefore
shelved,

More recently, Goa has felt the
need for Central funds to develop
the waterways, particularly for
dredging. A Central scheme which
provided 20% funds for develop-
ment of waterways was stopped on
March 31, 2007, greatly limiting
Goa's capacity to undertake huge
projects. Whether Goa will agree to
nationalizing its waterways or
not depends largely on Friday's
deliberations. /
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WAI hopes to create

national waterway in Goa

BY A STAFF REPORTER
repartars & gomantaktime. com
PANJIM: Being the country’s high-
est inland waterways, the Inland Wa-
terways Authority of India (IWAI) is
keen to create a National Waterway
in Goa, if the state government gives
anod, 3
IWAI chairman S P Gaur asserted
they were committed to bring the
pending issue of declaring Goan
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rivers as national waterways to a
logical conclusion. “The idea behind
this is to provide more capable riv-
erways, developing river banks and
creating night-river facilities. It will
be a support to Goan economy.™ he
said, addressing a talk on ‘Inland
Waterways' in the clity last evening.
The chairman was quite im-
pressed, as Goa has developed its
own waterways, constructed jetties
with the help of the state govern-
ment.
India currently boasts of four

Awaits state government's nod

national waterways with the fifth
bid of Goa pending. “If Goa gets

 national watexways, we will spend

400-500 erores required for dredging
and developing riverbanks” the
chairman added.

Gaur said, Goa Captain of Ports
that control river channels will lose
nothing.

He remarked, “We will be con
cerned only with the development
part of it.

As far as CoP is concerned, it will
not be affected. The registration of
barges and all other charges will
remain the same.”

The CoP, however, will not be 1i-
able o charge barge tax of Rs 100
likely to shoot up to Rs 145 after IWAT
takes it over,

“But they (CoP) can compensate
the amount through other means,”
he said. The IWAI is presently
equipped with four dredgers while
some eights dredgers are in the pro-
cess to be obtained. y

The talk-cum-discussion was also
attended by other members of TWAL
CoP captain A P Mascarenhas, MPT
chairman Praveen Agarwal and
others,




