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THE Inland Waterways Author-
ity of India (IWAI) on Thursday
sought cargo commitment from
the stakeholders in order to ex-
pedite works for devélopment of
588-km National Waterways-5
(NW-5) that would connect coal
belt of Talcher with Dhamra and
Paradip ports.

Notified in 2008, the dredging
work on the NW-5, which was
started in 2015, have been
stopped due to a contract litiga-
tion. The waterways consist of
Brahmani, Kharsua, Kani,
Dhamra and Matei rivers be-
. sides Mahanadi delta region and

\ east coast canal.
. The NW-5that passes through

-Odisha and West Benga] has
been planned in phases. At pre-
sent, the development of river

stretch of 333 ki consisting of |

Brahmani, Kharsua and Delta
River Systems of Mahanadi has
been taken up in two phases.

While the Phase-I will connect
Pankopal with Dhamra and
Paradip, there will be a link be-
tween Pankopal and Talcher in
Phase-II.

At a stakeholders’ conference
on ‘Development of National Wa-
terways 5’ here on Thursday,
Member (technical) of IWAI SK
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Gangwar said the' PhAte T works
of the waterways, which would
promote economical, efficient
and eco-friendly mode of trans-
port in the region, arg expected
to be completed by 2020-21.

“The works include fairway
development upto Pankopal,
construction of weir/barrages
with navigation locks, construe-
tion of multi-model terminal at
Pankopal through special pur-
pose vehicle formed between the
State Government, Paradip Port
Trust and Dhamra Port Compa-
ny Limited,” Gangwar said.

Phase-1 works of the waterways, which would promote economical,
efficient and eco-friendly mode of transport in the region, are
expected to be completed by 2020-21

SK Gangwar, Member (technical) of IWAI

ays sou
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State Transport and Com-
merce Secretary Sanjay Rastogi
said since waterways are cheap-
est mode of transportation, the
TWAI needs to expedite the works
to make the NW-5 ready for han-
dling of bulk cargo. Once com-
pleted, it can handle nearly 11
million tonnes of cargo annually
and the capacity can be in-
creased up to 23 million tonnes
he said.

In the first phase, while d.redg
ing of nearly 36 km was taken
up, only 30 per cent work has
been completed so far.

Of the 106 new national water-
ways declared by the Centre in
April last year, five waterways
fall in Odisha. IDCO CMD Sanjay
Singh and Chief Engineer of
IWAI SVK Reddy also spoke.
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