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India Tourism si}thar foray

Sna

Pandawa
cruise shlp

HT Correspondent

® htpletters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: As luck would have it,
India Tourism’s foray intoriver
cruise tourism in Bihar, suf-
fered a minor sethack when
one of the two engines of the
ship — the Pandawa Cruise —
developed a snag on entering
.the state here on Sunday. The
ship with 50 foreign tourists,
including those from United
States of America, United
ngdom, Russia and
is likely to reach the State
Capital on October 7.

Greeted by heavy rains and
strong winds, the propeller of
one of the engines got. Jjammed
due to floating garbage in the
Ganga river as it reached
Sahibganj near Bhagalpur.

Confirming this, Assistant
Director General, India
Tourism, Sanjay Shreevats
said: “May be the floating

in the river was a result
of idol immersions during
Durga Puja. The shxp is now
moying on one engine but its
speed has reduced. The engi-
neers are on the job and we
expect the snag to be rectified
soon.”

Briefing newspersons about
the 14-day river cruise,
Shreevats said the ship set sail
from Kolkata on September
28 and is expected to reach
Varanasi on October 11.

On its route to Varanasi, it
entered Bihar through the

route. In Bhagalpuy, the tourists

would visit the Vikramshila

University and see the famous
Bhagalpur silk. On October 5,
the tourists would be taken to
the world famous yoga school
m Munger.

The next day, they will be
taken to Simaria and then to
Barh, Nalanda and Bodh Gaya,
Refore reachmg here by road.

leave for Varanasi but board

GREETED BY HEAVY
RAINS AND STRONG
WINDS, THE PROPELLER

- OF ONE OF THE ENGINES

GOT JAMMED DUE TO
FLOATING GARBAGE IN
THE GANGA RIVER AS IT
REACHED SAHIBGANJ

NEAR BHAGALPUR
R
the ship from Haldi Chapra
Ghat near Maner.

“Among the major destina-
tions targeted by India
Tourism for cruise tourism
are Goa, Chennai, Kochi,
Mumbai, Kolkata, Guwahatl
Lakshwadweep islands and
Andaman and Nicobar
islands,” Shreevats said,
adding: “People opting for
cruise tourism can enjoy scuba

- diving, sea- aquatlc-marme life,

sun bathing, ete.”

The individual cost of this
14-day cruise works out to
be Rs 1.5 lakh approximately.
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Global team sails the Ganges

Andy Leemann with Czech team member Jaja
Vondruskova in Calcutta. (Bishwarup Dutta)

Voyage propels
river tourism

ASTAFFREPORTER

A 2,500km voyage down the
Ganga on inflatable boats by a
Swiss explorer and his team
has culminated in a river
tourism drive by the state gov-
ernment and the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CII).
Andy Leemann led 12 crew
members from various coun-
tries who embarked on the
journey at Gangotri, the
source of the river; on Septem-
ber 14 and made their way to
Calcutta .on Monday; docu-
menting climactic and ecolog-
ical changes along the way.
“There is great scope for
soft tourism on the Ganga. By
soft tourism, I don’t mean
thousands of people but small
groups of travellers who can
be taken downstream to see
nature at its best. Plus, there
are river dolphins, rare
species of turtles and birds,
which we saw;” said Leemann.
The 55-year-old stressed
the need to encourage river
tourism and highlighted its
potential benefits for those
who live along the banks.
More such tours will be un-
dertaken if the CII has its way.
“The Ganga passes through
only three states— West Ben=

gal, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.
The CIT and the Centre have
great plans for tourism on the
river. While Bihar has come on
board, we are in talks with the
UP authorities, Trade and in-
vestment is bound to follow.
Foreign investors have shown
great interest,” said Manab
Pal, the chairman of tourism
for CII, eastern India.

On September 24, an MoU
was signed between river
cruise company Pandaw
Cruises India and the state
tourism department. The RV
Bengal Pandaw, designed like
a colonial river steamer, left
Calcutta on September 28 on
its maiden ftrip down the
Ganga to Varanasi, touching
Howrah, Hooghly, Nadia and
Murshidabad.

‘The 1,280km tour will cost
a tourist between Rs 1.2 lakh
and Rs 1.8 lakh. “Although it is
expensive, we are booked for
the next seven voyages,” said
Pal.

With former French colony
Chandernagore, Nawab-ruled
Murshidabad and Portuguese-
influenced Bandel making
great stops on river cruises in
Bengal, this is one boat the
tourism mdustry won’ b want
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