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' US scientists to scan river

V K Tripathi

2 htpleners@hinduslamimes.cgm

PATNA: For the first time in the
State, the majestic river Ganga
will be under the scanner of
US scientists in association with
researchers from Tilka Manjhi
Bhagalpur University (TMBU)
of Bihar.

The Inland Waterways
Authority of India (TWAI) will
also lend valuable support and
provide its well-equipped ves-
sel for the ten-day scanning pro-
gramme from October 21 to 31.
The findings of research will be
shared by both the institutions.

The joint team of scientists
will not only fathom the river’s .
depth through Doppler machine
but also prepare a map of the
river bed through Global
Positioning System (GPS), col-
lect the zooplanktons, study the
course of current and sedimen-
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R0 AR
- KOLKATA, 27 SEPT: The W&st. Bengal
* Tourism Development Corpqratlon'Ltd
(WBTDCL), in collaboration with a private
organisation, is all set to launch a river
. cruise service between Kolkata and
_ Varanasi from 29 September. .

The cruise will take 15 days to travel
from Kolkata to Varanasi. It will start from
Vivekananda Bridge near Dakshineswar.
The entire 15-day trip will cost a minimum
of Rstlakh. s

Passengers will get five-star facilities dur-
ing the journey. '

Bl

tation with the help of latest  research programme funded by
instruments. Michigan University.

To facilitate the research, “The US scientists are inter-
School of Natural Resourcesand ~ ested to study the details of
Environment, Michigan  Ganga, thelegendaryriver that
University, would provideaspe-  supports innumerable beliefs
cially developed computer pro-  and wide range of aquatic life.
gramme for studying a stretch ~ While shifting its course from
of about 250 kilometers of Ganga  time to time, it has carried the
from Kahalgaon to Patna. age-old reputation for purity of

The IWAI personnel would  its water and also caused havoc
make available different equip-  due to floods,” said Chaudhary.

ments, including Doppler
machine, for in-depth scanning
of the river bed, said Dr Sunil
Choudhary, leader of the 6-mem-
ber TMBU team joining the major

The US team led by Dr Mike
Wiley includes a noted special-
ist on zooplankton Dr Omair,
who will also train TMBU sci-
entists to carry oninvestigation

on zooplanktons.

The three hills situated in the
river near Kahalgaon would be
a centre of attraction as the
scientists hoped to discover some
newer forms of life present there,
he said, adding that Global
Positioning System and Global
Information System (GIS) would
also be used for geo-mapping
the bed around these hills. The
study of bed is likely to throw-,
up some unknown causes that
led to floods.

The scanning of Ganga would
also unfold some new hideouts
of bigger forms of aquatic life
like dolphins and effect of pol-
lutants, if any, on under-water
life. To mention, Vikramshila
sanctuary in Bhagalpur is known
for dolphin conservation and the
collaborative research pro-.
gramme would further help in
their conservation, added

Chaudhary.
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OW, a cruise to Varanas
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“This is the first such cruise on the river :

Ganges. Ve;'y few journeys can be such

interesting and exciting,” said Mr TVN
Rao, managing director of WBTDCL. The
WBTDCL has signed an MoU with
Pandaw Cruises India Ltd. The cruise

between Kolkata and Varanasi would be -

the first venture of the company in India.

The demand for the cruise is very hlgh
and tickets are alrcady booked, said Mr Raj
Singh, director of Pandaw Cruises India
Ltd.

Mr Singh said the company has plans to
start cruise services from Kolkata to impor-
tant tourist destinations in the state includ-
ing Santiniketan, Bishnupur  and
Sunderbans in the next few months.







