THE CRUISE FINALLY ARRIVES: The cruise standmg at Khidakiya Ghat on Sunday, just before the Rajghat, the beginning point
of tortoise sanctuary : -
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First tourist cruise

oversteps boundaries?

Rajeev Dikshit | TNN

Varanasi: The first tourist
cruise on the Ganga finally
reached Khidakiya Ghat in
Varanasi on Sunday, but
amidst controversy. '

The Inland Waterways Au-
thority of India (IWAI) claims
that the Haldiya to Allahabad
route was declared as Nation-
al Waterway number-I by the
Central government in 1986.
Later, in 1989, a seven-km
stretch of the Ganga — from
Rajghat to Ramnagar fort —
was declared as wildlife pro-
tected zone by the Central gov-
ernment which also prohibit-
ed operation of motor-operat-
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Cruise ship at Khidakiya Ghat

ed boats there.

More contradictory is the
fact that the cruise arrived
here after crossing the
Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin
Sanctuary of Bhagalpur, Bi-
har, another prohibited
stretch.



