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Rashmi Gupta
# rasguptaplo@yahoo.co.in

VARANASE Journey of the maid-
en cruise ‘Pandaw’ was full of
excitement for the tourists who
explored India in a new way.

A few of the tourists, who were
onthe cruise vessel from Kolkata
to Ghazipur, shared their expe-
rience and excitement with the
Hindustan Times, on Sunday.

Dimity Davy, a cattle farmer
in Australia wearing a khadi
kurta that she purchased dur-
ing her trip, said it was an excit-
ing journey for her as she saw
the beauty of real India during
the trip. She saw women wear-
ing colourful elothes and work-
ing in agricultural farms, some-
thing that were really new for
her. She said lectures on fauna
and flora, emergence of the
Géenga, variousreligions and his-
torical places were organised at
the lecture hall of cruise vessel
that helped them know and
understand things in a better
way.

Ingrid, alsoa cattle farmerin
Australia, said they happeried
to have glimpses of beautiful
sights on the Ganga through
cruise deck. They also enjoyed
thunderstorm, rain and breeze
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= The cruise vessel, which reached Varanasi on Sunday.

at the terrace of the vessel. She
said she had explored Indiaina
new way that she had never seen
in her earlier trips to the coun-
try: For Gerry Cropp, a retired
professor in the UK, the jour-
ney was full of excitement as
he visited two ancient universi-
ties of international renown,
namely Nalanda and Vikramshila
along with other monuments at
various places, including Sarnath.
“After this happening trip to
India, when I will read about

India in books, I would be able
to closely relate the things and
understand them in a better

- way,” he said.

He said 90 per cent of the
tourists, including himself, on
the eruise suffered stomach infec-
tion like diarrhoea though there
were doctors and medical team
to look after them.

Dr Asim Kumar Das Gupta,
an Indian now residingin the
UK, said his dreams for a cruise
journey to the temple city was
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shattered when the cruise got
stranded at Ghazipur.

He suggested a few things to
make the journey more com-
fortable. Theseincluded an instru-
ment to measure the depth of
water as the cruise crew mem-
bers did not get an idea of the
depth of the river water; improved
service and hygiene. He added
the trip should be extended to
16 days so that they could not
miss any site due to paucity
of time.

They explored a new,

TOURISTS ONBOARD

Pandaw’ share their experiences with the Hindustan Times
"WE HAD 600D TIME
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- GAN'T BE DISCRIMINATORY, KRISHNA TELLS
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Kolkata Tourists will now be able

to sail through the country’s colonial -

past from Kolkata to Varanasi, with
the West Bengal Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (WBTDCL)
launching a 1,280-km cruise on the
‘Ganga from Monday. “This is the first
cruise on the Ganges after almost 200
years. Very few journeys can be as
interesting as a journey into the colo-
nial past,” WBTDCL managing di
ector TV N Rao said,

The demand for the cruise is very
high and tickets are already booked
till 2011, he said. “This will promote
many of the less-visited areas of

“West Bengal among both domestic
and foreign tourists. We will also be
venturing into the Sundarbans at a

Ganga cruise
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later stage,” he added.

The WBTDCL has signedanMoll

with Pandaw Cruises In
the cruise would be the ¢
first venture in the country.
parent company operates

es in countries like mmcm :

bodia, Vietnam and Malayasia. RV
Bengal Pandaw, designed on the lines
of a colonial steamer, would take 15
davs 15 84l from Kolkata to Varanasi,
Raj Singh, director of Pandaw Cruis-
es India, said. While the tariff for do-
mestic passengers is yet to be decid-
ed, foreign tourists will have to pay
between Rs 1.2 lakh and Rs 1.8 lakh,
Singh said. The first cruise would
have 50 passengers on board, most-
ly foreigners and NRIs.

called the Pandaw o
was restored six more replicas
built, he sald. “Wenow have SIg beat
tifully crafted Pandaw steamers up-
holstered in hand-finished brassand
teakwood by traditional craftsmen,”
Singh said. “The secref of our suc-
cess is that luxury and comfort are
discreetly present recreating a colo-
nial and friendly atmosphere,” he
said. The Pandaw steamers have shal-
low draught which can sail to areas
where other vessels can’t. AGENCIES
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® |t'll take about 15 days to sai'
from Varanasi to Kolkata

@ Tickets already booked till 20 1 1
® First cruise to have 50 people

@ Domestic tariff yet to be decided
Foreigners to pay anywhere between
Rs 1,2 lakh and Rs 1.81akh



