User Charges

Section 17(1) of IWAI Act, 1985 mandates levy and collection of fees and charges by IWAI for use of the national
waterways for the purposes of shipping, navigation, infrastructural facilities among others.

IWAI shall levy a consolidated fee from 2010-11 from River Cruise operators for providing aforementioned services.
Details of the fee to be levied will be decided after consultations with all stakeholders.

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

IWAI has, so far, signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with M/s Pandaw Cruises India Pvt. Ltd. on
30™ April, 2009 and with Banaras House Private Ltd. on 12" June, 2009 for promotion of river tourism through river
cruising M/s Pandaw Cruises India Pvt. Ltd. has already commenced River Cruise service between Kolkata and Varanasi.

M/s Banaras House Pvt. Ltd. intends to start their operations between Varanasi and Allahabad by hovercraft shortly.

IWAI is ready to enter into MoU with other River Cruise operators and detailed Guidelines in this regard will be issued
shortly.

Future Trends

River Cruise on Ganga and Brahmaputra is still in its infancy. There is huge untapped potential as there are few rivers in
the world which can match the sights on view on Ganga and Brahmaputra! Soisthe case with West Coast Canal in Kerala.
They have the potential to be developed into Great River Cruises of the world
matching and then surpassing those on offer on River Nile, Egypt, River
Yangtse, China, River Amazon, Brazil, River Rhine, Germany, River Danube,
Europe, River Volga, Russia and River Irrawaddy, Burma.

If tourists can see the sights of both Ganga and Brahmaputra on one river
cruise, then that would be the perfect icing on the cake. That eventuality can
materialize only when Protocol on Inland Water Transit and Trade between
India and Bangladesh is extended to cover long distance River Cruise and the
validity of the Protocol is extended for a longer period. At present, the Indo-
Bangladesh Protocol is extended for two years at a time and is currently valid
till March 2011.

Partnersin Development

Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) is committed to provide all facilities and support to promote safe and timely
movement of River Cruise Vessels on the National Waterways and Indo-Bangladesh Protocol route.

It will be the constant endeavour of IWAI to
work in close cooperation with all stakeholders
such as the Ministry of Tourism, Government of
India, Tourism Departments of State
Governments, River Cruise Operators among
others to ensure that tourists undertaking river
cruise on Ganga, Brahmaputra and West Coast
Canal go back with happy memories and have a
pleasant experience interm of infrastructure on
= the river. It should be a joint endeavour of all
stakeholders to ensure that river cruises on
-Stu;:-)a i Bhraraputra Ganga and Brahmaputra get included in the list
: S of most popular and spectacular river cruises of
e | theworld.
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Partners in Development of River Cruises
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